37$            THE   RULE   OF  OLfl'FR   CKOMU F.U

that Divine Right was a right and proper theory
or that the doctrine of No-resistance could ever
be generally held.

The place which the Monarchy had lost was taken
by the Parliament, which gradually absorbed all real
power. And that body was also profoundly influenced
by the events of the period of rebellion. Up to the
time of the meeting of the Long Parliament the
authority of the two Houses was almost equal, but
the Lords now sank into that secondary position
which they occupy at the present day. For they
had shared in the calamities of the king; two-thirds
of them had joined Charles at Oxford, the remainder
had clung to the Parliament, had been abolished
on the proclamation of the Republic, and had
sought to be included in the numbers of the Rump.
The loss of prestige which these vicissitudes had
occasioned was final, and, although nominally re-
stored to its previous position, the Upper Chamber
remained almost discredited, serving an useful
purpose, indeed, in checking the extravagance of
the Commons and in acting as a court of appeal,
but having no longer any real initiative power or any
ultimate authority in the state. On the other hand,
all the events of the Great Rebellion contributed
to exalt the Lower House. That assembly had
conducted the civil war, had managed the affairs
of the country for some years, and had come to
be regarded as the true source of all authority.
And the experience which it had thus acquired
was bound to have a great effect upon its position
under the restored Monarchy. It might, and